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Program Highlights December 2019 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
Paul Roback | 262-335-4480 

Hosted and sponsored by the West Bend Community Foundation 
(WBCF) and the Greater Milwaukee Foundation, On the Table: 
Washington County is an opportunity for participants to come together for 
conversation regarding important issues facing our communities.  

A member of the WBCF board contacted Paul to assist with the 
planning and implementation of the event. In 2018, Paul compiled the 
notes and identified themes from a similar event. In 2019, Paul helped 

identify topic themes to discuss, trained table facilitators, compiled event 
notes, evaluated the event, and developed a report summarizing key 
concepts from the participant table conversations. Approximately 100 
community members participated and 37 responded to an evaluation 
survey after the event. 100% of participants agreed that the event 
allowed them the opportunity to share their greatest concern regarding 

the issue discussed at their table and 81% agreed that the conversation 
identified new ideas that can be put into action regarding the issue 
discussed. 97% agreed that the event was worth their time investment 
and 77% rated the 2019 better than the previous years.  

An AA/EEO employer, Division of Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and programming,       
including Title VI, Title IX and ADA requirements. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 DECEMBER 
Tue., Dec., 3rd  Beef Quality Assurance Certification  

  Training, Public Agency Center, West  Bend, 7:00 pm 

Tue., Dec., 24th Extension Offices  will be closed for the   

Wed., Dec., 25th  Christmas and New Year’s Eve Holidays 

Tue., Dec., 31st   

JANUARY 

Wed., Jan., 1st   Extension Offices closed for New Year’s Day 

 

Wed., Jan., 15th  Taking Care of You (2 Part Series), Washington 

  County Family Center 2376 W Washington St, 

  West Bend, WI 53095, 9:30-11:00 am 

 

Wed., Jan., 22nd Taking Care of You (2 Part Series), Washington 

  County Family Center 2376 W Washington St, 

  West Bend, WI 53095, 9:30-11:00 am 

 

LAND USE & PLANNING 

COMMITTEE 

 

(Extension Oversight Committee) 

Jeffrey Schleif-Chair 

Brian Gallitz 

Joe Gonnering 

Roger Kist 

Keith Stephan 

 

Area Extension Director 

Cindy Sarkady 

 

“Extending the knowledge and 

resources of the University of 

Wisconsin to people where 

they live and work.” 

POSITIVE YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 
Ron Jakubisin | 262-335-4481 

Ron attended the Noche de Recursos (Night of Resources) event 
for the School District of Hartford JT.#1 for Latino families. This event 
brought 15 county and community agencies together to interact and 
inform Latino families of resources available to them. One family having 

only been in the US for a few months, and both parents working while 
each getting their Masters Degree, thanked Extension and 4-H for  
informing them of opportunities for their youth to get involved in. They 
also thanked us for the character game and craft provided at the table 
and for coming out on a snowy night.  

Ron met with Life of Hope discussing possible partnership in 
developing a Social Norms Campaign (an outcome-based strategy 
engaging youth in developing media around data and positive messages).  
A follow up meeting is scheduled for December.  

Ron participated in the development of the logic model and 2020 
goals for the Washington Ozaukee Coalition for Sexual Wellness at the 
November meeting.  

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING 



HUMAN DEVELOPMENT & RELATIONSHIPS 
Carol Bralich | 262-335-4479 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING 

4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 
Amy Mangan-Fischer | 262-335-4478 

AGRICULTURE EDUCATION 
Steph Plaster | 262-335-4477 

In 2019, forty-three Master Gardeners volunteered a total of 
2,873 hours across Washington County and completed 791 hours of 
continuing education to ensure they are up to date on the latest science-
based horticultural information. Master Gardeners also reported making 

7,237 educational contacts with community members at their various 
project sites. Washington County volunteer projects include flower 
gardens at Willowbrook Park, garden beds at the Washington County 
Fairgrounds, the Germantown Community Garden, plots at the West 

Bend Community Garden, a shared project 
with Ozaukee County at the Washington 
County Community Garden, educational 
series at the Germantown and West Bend 
libraries, a booth at the West Bend Farmers’ 

Market, Plant Health Advisor line, a booth at 
the Washington County Fair, and social 
media educational outreach via Facebook 
and YouTube. 

Providing Media Plan Resources for Parents of Teens: Carol’s role 
as a Germantown Youth Futures (GYF) Board member for the past 6 
years, has been sharing Extension resources for parents of teens and 
GYF board members. GYF board members have continued to support the 

continuation of Parent Chat sessions during GYF youth meetings, which is 
open to all parents of middle school students to attend. 

Carol facilitated the first Parent Chat of the 2019-2020 school 
year “Teens and Tech 2: Build Your Family’s Media Plan” on Oct. 24th at 
Kennedy Middle School (KMS) with over 25 parents in attendance. This 
program followed a previous parent meeting on the hidden dangers of 
technology. The Parent Chat provided a positive and proactive approach 
to engage their teens in a discussion about technology and monitor 
teens’ technology usage by creating a plan. Fourteen of the participants 

(85%) expressed feeling more or somewhat comfortable talking with their 
teen about difficult topics after participating in the Parent Chat. A parent 
learned how to “use digital media to positively respond to my child.”  

Making It Happen: The theme of this year’s Wisconsin 4-H’s Fall 
Forum was 4-H: Make It Happen. Fall Forum is a statewide training 
weekend held at Green Lake Conference center. The event is planned by 
4-H youth and volunteers, with support from state staff. The purpose of 

Fall Forum is to encourage youth and adults to try new ideas in their 
communities, develop youth adult partnerships, and to promote 
strategies to reach under-served and underrepresented groups. 

Washington County 4-H had 16 youth and 14 adult volunteers 
attend. Participants from Washington County attended sessions on CPR 
training, mindfulness, an effective club officers, different personality 
styles, the importance of sharing our stories, and more.  

Amy, 4-H Program Coordinator, co-led a session that challenged 
participants to examine and understand their own stereotypes and 

biases. The session was interactive and the activities focused on 
personal acknowledgement and growth. One participant commented “I 
will use what I learned to better understand people.” 

NUTRITION EDUCATION (FoodWIse/SNAP-Ed)  
Renee Vertin  | 262-335-4841 

Renee provided direct education to students of West Bend School 
District’s Head Start in nine classrooms (at Jackson Area Community 
Center, and in West Bend at Rolf’s Education Center and KM-YMCA). The 
first session’s topic was deemed most needful, receiving the greatest 

number of votes from Head Start staff. 113 students learned from the 
interactive lesson approach that eating vegetables and fruit helps their 
bodies grow big & strong, and keeps their bodies healthy. A tasting party 
enabled preschoolers to compare two vegetables using their five senses. 
Three more sessions are planned/class in 2020. Adult family members 
received related content via FoodWIse newsletters (English and Spanish). 

FoodWIse programs were also provided at WIC, and at Sts. 
Boniface and Gabriel Community Pantry (Germantown).  

Renee also 1) provided input and an updated Healthy Pantry 

Checklist to EPIC Creative (website designer for Enchantment in the Park, 
a 26-day holiday light event which collects food donations for area 
pantries), and 2) furnished info/resources to two consumer callers. 


