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Program Highlights June 2019 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
Paul Roback | 262-335-4480 

Since March, Paul and Carol Bralich have co-facilitated four Real 
Colors® Staff Development Trainings for participants from six 
Washington County Organizations- Fair Park & Conference Center, 
FRIENDS, Kettle Moraine YMCA, Living Word CDC, the Volunteer Center, 

and West Bend Children’s Theater. Real Colors® is a fun and interactive 
workshop that teaches participants skills to understand human behavior 
that are easily incorporated into everyday life.  

Of the 57 participants that completed evaluations, 100% 
increased their ability to recognize their strengths and the strengths of 
others. 91% increased their ability to build rapport quickly with others. 
100% increased their ability to understand how others process 
information and modify their communication to connect with others. 
100% evaluated Paul and Carol’s facilitation of the session as good or 

excellent. One participant commented that the workshop was a “very nice 
opportunity for staff to learn, [a] teambuilding opportunity. I think it will 
help us relate to one another a bit better.” Another commented that Paul 
& Carol “did great connecting, including all, asking questions, etc.” 

An AA/EEO employer, Division of Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and programming,       
including Title VI, Title IX and ADA requirements. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

JUNE 
Sat., Jun 8th Horticultural Therapy Workshop Public 
  Agency Center, Room 1113 A&B, 9:00 am 
 
Mon., Jun 10th  4-H Clothing Revue, Washington County Fair 
  Park, Pavilion, Rooms 112 & 114,  6:00-9:30 pm 
 
Wed., Jun 26th  eParenting High Tech Kids, Washington 
  County Family Center, 9:30-11:00 am 

 
JULY 

Thu., Jul 4th Extension office—closed for Independence 
  Day 
 
Mon., Jul 22nd Fair Judging, Washington County Fair Park, 
  starting at  1:00 pm, until 7:00 pm 
 
Wed., Jul 24th  4-H Style Show, Ziegler Family Expo Building 
  Stage, 5:00-7:00 pm 

LAND USE & PLANNING 
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“Extending the knowledge and 

resources of the University of 

Wisconsin to people where 

they live and work.” 

POSITIVE YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 
Ron Jakubisin | 262-335-4481 

Germantown outreach includes attending: the Youth Futures 
Board meeting; their annual Middle School Lock-In event; meeting with 
Kennedy Middle School social worker; and attended KMS Wellness 
Committee meeting discussing positive youth development activities, 

gaps, needs for future programming. 
Other outreach efforts include: Life Of Hope community meeting 

5/9 and a follow up meeting with L.O.H. Exec. Director and Awareness 
Liaison on 5/23; Wash. Co. Anti-Trafficking Advocates May meeting 
(Hartford) with guest speaker discussing sex trafficking and the internet. 

Ron Jakubisin attended the first ever WI 4-H/PYD Urban 
Colleagues Meeting discussing strategies for engaging audiences 
reflective of the diversity of state and counties we serve. 

Ron has completed: Module III of Civil Rights training (mandatory), 

UW Data Security & Privacy training. (mandatory), Youth Mental Health 
First Aid (certified to 5/2022), QRP Training (suicide prevention training). 
Ron’s position is shared between Fond du Lac and Washington Counties. 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING 



FAMILY LIVING EDUCATION 
Carol Bralich | 262-335-4479 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING 

4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 
Amy Mangan-Fischer | 262-335-4478 

AGRICULTURE EDUCATION 
Steph Plaster | 262-335-4477 

Supporting Farmers During Challenging Times: Stephanie and 
three Area 15 colleagues developed and implemented two local meetings 
aimed at helping ag professionals recognize signs of a person 
experiencing a mental health crisis and help them become more 

confident working with farmers in distress.   
Fifteen people participated at the West Bend location.  Based on a 

5-point Likert scale, participants (n=10) rated their knowledge before and 
after each session.  Participants indicated a 1.3 point increase on 
“Change…Embracing Option B”, a 1.9 point increase on “QPR: Question, 
Persuade, Refer Suicide Prevention Training”, and a 1.4 point increase 
on Stephanie’s presentation “Making the Connection: Communicating 
with Distressed Farmers”. 

Comments received included “Good job getting people involved 

and engaged”, “very good speakers, very relatable”, “much needed”, 
“topics were on point, speakers very knowledgeable considering the past 
four years of bad economy”. 

Building Financial Capability of Helping Professionals: Carol was 
approached by Washington County Early Head Start (EHS) to provide 
another financial training for their home visitors to use with families, 
since they frequently bring up financial concerns during scheduled 

appointments. A financial training for EHS home visitors and other 
agencies (Head Start, Albrecht Clinic, Human Services) was planned for 
May 13 with 12 participants. This training focused on financial 
competencies, such as setting goals, maximizing income, and saving. 
When staff members understand basic financial competencies 
themselves, they are more confident when working with clients with 
financial concerns and even their own finances. One participant stated:  
“I learned it doesn’t have to be as difficult as I was making it to help 
someone create a budget.” 

In a post session evaluation, a participant shared how they would 
apply the information: “I plan to use the budget worksheet with families 
to help budget and better see where money is being spent.” 

Preparing for County Fair: “Let’s Go to the Fair” was held at the 
Washington County Fairgrounds on May 21st. The workshop was an 
introduction to the fair for youth who will be exhibiting for the first time 
this summer. The workshop clarified how to register for fair, important 

policies, and ways to volunteer at fair. The event was attended by 22 
youth and their families and supported by 17 youth and adult volunteers.  

Experiential learning, “do, reflect, apply,” is essential to the 4-H 
Youth Development program and County Fair. At fair youth meet with a 
judge who has an expertise in the project area. The youth are asked to 
reflect on their project, their process, their successes and what they want 
to improve on. Youth can then apply their new knowledge  

All adults who completed evaluations responded that they would 
encourage other new families to attend New Family Orientation. One 

adult participant commented, “It’s a great place to ask questions.” When 
asked what did you learn, a youth wrote, “judging can be fun!” 

NUTRITION EDUCATION (FoodWIse/SNAP-Ed)  
Renee Vertin  | 262-335-4841 

Renee helped to coordinate a Community Support Coalition/Early 
Intervention Services coalition meeting (attendance of 40+ people, 
including two Germantown School District Social Workers whom Renee 
had invited). Because four FoodWIse (FW) Partners were unable to be 

present, Renee promoted their summer programs, providing info on 
contacts as well as their Spanish-language enrollment materials.  

Drafts for the FY20 Budget and Plan were submitted to State FW 
Office; further, the Needs Assessment, Logic Model, and Multi-year Action 
Plan were updated to reflect recent Project changes.   

Of the Head Start Surveys returned, 80% (4 of 5) Teachers stated 
they had observed students consuming more 
fruit at school after the FW lesson. One teacher 
noted, “Some students have commented about/

questioned sources for milk, cheese, yogurt 
since the ‘milk’ lesson” (animal- and plant-
based milk, and other foods for bone health).   


