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Program Highlights March 2019 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
Paul Roback | 262-335-4480 

The Executive Director of Citizen Advocates contacted Paul to 
facilitate a strategic thinking process for the organization’s board and 
staff.  The mission of Citizen Advocates is to “promote the value of life-
enriching relationships that defend and support people living with 

disabilities.” After a pre-planning meeting with the Executive Director and 
Board President, Paul designed and facilitated two strategic thinking 
sessions with 10 participants at each session. 

As a result of Paul’s facilitation, 100% of participants agreed that 
updating the mission statement clarified the role of the organization, 
updating the vision statement assisted them in understanding the general 
direction for their organization, prioritizing goals increased their ability to 
set priorities, and discussing action plans increased their ability to identify 
their next steps for future implementation.  Overall, participants rated 

Paul’s facilitation as excellent (4.9 on a 5-point Likert Scale). One 
participant commented that Paul “definitely helped to give us much 
needed focus to stabilize and reach our goals” and another commented 
“everything was excellent- very knowledgeable facilitator.” 

An EEO/AA employer, University of Wisconsin-Extension provides equal opportunities in employment and  
programming, including Title VI, Title IX, and the Americans with Disabilities n Act (ADA) requirements. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 MARCH 

Thu., Mar., 21st Dairy InSight: Genetics, Belgium,  

  10:00 am 

 

Sat., Mar., 30th Women’s Financial Conference, Moraine 

  Park Technical College, West Bend 

  Campus, 8:00 am to 12:30 pm 

 

   APRIL 

 

Thu., Apr., 4 Heart of the Farm, Farm WI Discovery 

  Center, Manitowoc, 10:00 am 

 

Sat., Apr., 27 Chickens 101! Public Agency Center, 

  Room 3224, 10:00 am 

LAND USE & PLANNING 

COMMITTEE 

 

(UW-Extension Oversight Commit-

tee) 

Jeffrey Schleif-Chair 

Brian Gallitz 

Joe Gonnering 

Roger Kist 

Keith Stephan 

 

Area Extension Director 

Cindy Sarkady 

 

“Extending the knowledge and 

resources of the University of 

Wisconsin to people where 

they live and work.” 

POSITIVE YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 
Ron Jakubisin | 262-335-4481 

Ron began his employment on Feb. 4th in the newly developed 
position as the Positive Youth Development Educator. The position will 
split time between Washington County and Fond du Lac County. As part of 
Ron’s orientation he has completed mandated trainings issued by UW—

Madison, has met Extension staff, set up his office and shoveled a lot of 
snow.  

Ron has met with key stakeholders in Washington Co. this past 
February in order to assess current community youth development 
programming, identifying successes, as well as unaddressed needs in 
youth development . This information will guide the development of Ron’s 
future programming, as well as inform future stakeholder interviews. He 
has met with The Volunteer Center’s Director of Programming Melanie 
Gonring, and Community Engagement Manager Kayla Bieszk, Riveredge 

Nature Center’s  Community Program Manager Cassie Bauer; Casa 
Guadalupe’s Executive Director Noelle Braun, Rolfs Education Center’s 
Headstart Support Services Coordinator Matt Durant and Big Brothers/Big 
Sister’s Executive Director Jaymee Harvey Willms. 



FAMILY LIVING EDUCATION 
Carol Bralich | 262-335-4479 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING 

4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 
Amy Mangan-Fischer | 262-335-4478 

AGRICULTURE EDUCATION 
Steph Plaster | 262-335-4477 

Dairy Risk Management : Stephanie co-hosted the “Market Brief: 
Dairy Risk Management Programs” meeting for dairy producers. This 
meeting was one of over 20 meetings held across the state on the new 
dairy risk management programs through the 2018 Farm Bill and other 

national programs. Mark Stephenson, Director of the UW-Madison Center 
for Dairy Profitability, addressed the costs and benefits associated with 
the changes made to the LGM Diary, Dairy 
Margin Coverage (DMC), and the Dairy Revenue 
Protection (DRP) programs. After rescheduling 
the meeting for an ice storm and facing snow 
covered roads the day of the meeting, 22 
participants were in attendance. As a result of 
attending the program, participants (n=14) 

indicated a 2.7 point (on a 5-point Likert Scale) 
increase in knowledge on the Dairy Revenue Protection and Dairy Margin 
Coverage Programs. 100% of participants indicated it was a valuable use 
of their time. 

Family Financial Capability: The Money $mart in Head Start 
program (M$iHS) with Washington County Head Start is now in its seventh 
year. Head Start families (127) receive an easy-to-read Extension two page 
newsletter with a financial topic sent home with their child each month, 

including topics such as, money goals, spending plans and credit. 
Carol conducted a post-survey with Head Start families in May 

2018. Of the 35 families that completed the end of the year evaluation for 
the newsletters, 58% said that reading the M$iHS newsletters helped 
them to make a spending plan and helped 50% put money in a savings 
account. In September 2018, Carol promoted the Extension Money 
Matters online self-study modules at 4 Head Start orientation events as an 
alternative option to an in-person workshop. In addition, 5 parents 
attended a Money Matters overview program in November to view and 

sample the module activities and ask questions.  
Carol and Renee Vertin, FoodWIse Coordinator, continue to share 

responsibilities as members of the Head Start Policy Council, providing 
input and resources for Head Start parents and staff. 

Exploring Career Preparation through Advanced Space Academy: 
Four youth from Washington County 4-H were able to attend Advanced 
Space Academy from January 26th to February 2nd. Noah Bossert, Bridget 
Dean, Otto Jung, and Emily Schmidt traveled to Huntsville, Alabama for the 

experience of a lifetime!  
Advanced Space Academy is for youth in grades 10-12 who are 

interested in science, technology, engineering and math.  
Youth participated in SCUBA 

diving instruction, fighter jet simulators, 
advanced rocketry, Russian language 
lessons, and astronaut training 
exercises. Youth also participated in 
simulated shuttle missions where they 

were each assigned a role and worked 
as a team to accomplish the mission. 

NUTRITION EDUCATION (FoodWIse/SNAP-Ed)  
Renee Vertin  | 262-335-4841 

Informal surveys were conducted by Renee of the clientele at 
Feeding America Mobile Pantry (at Threshold LVS Center); the need, 
interest, and logistics assessment will guide FY2020 FoodWIse Planning. 

Head Start Staff met with Renee to plan FoodWIse programs for 

Mar. & Apr. Renee visited Hartford’s Sycamore Tree Child Care Center & 
West Bend’s Kettle Moraine YMCA―Head Start sites new to FoodWIse.  

Renee attended the Head Start Policy Council meeting, providing 
input on the Community/Self-Assessment Survey; the Head Start 
Coordinator will share the complied results with the School Board.    

A Family-School Liaison of the West Bend School District and 
Renee coordinated a meeting at the PAC, marking the merge of the 
Community Support Coalition and Early Intervention Services. Because the 
focus topics of the last meeting―homelessness and food insecurity― were 

continued at the Feb. meeting, relevant Extension Programs & Resources 
were shared—Carol agreed to present on Human Development & 
Relationships, and Renee on FoodWIse. This knowledge helps meeting 
attendees to better assist county residents & address community issues. 


